
Connected
R e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  G o d ’ s  g i f t s  -  r e f l e c t i n g  h i s  l o v e  f o r  u s ,  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  w o r l d .   G o d ’ s
l o v e  i s  o u r  e x a m p l e  f o r  a l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n c l u d i n g  m a r r i a g e ,  p a r e n t a l  l o v e ,  f r i e n d s h i p ,  a n d
e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e .   

T h e  P r o b l e m
T h e  p r o b l e m  i s  t h a t ,  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  i m p e r f e c t  a n d  f a l l e n ,  t h e r e  i s  a  d a r k  s i d e  t o  t h i s  l o v e .  G o d
c r e a t e d  u s  f r e e  t o  r e j e c t  h i m .  T h i s  s a m e  f r e e d o m  i s  c r u c i a l  a l s o  t o  h u m a n  l o v e .  L o v e  b e s t o w e d
w i t h o u t  c o m p u l s i o n  o r  g u i l t  e n a b l e s  f u l f i l m e n t  i n  h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  w h e n  g o o d  c h o i c e s  a r e
f r e e l y  m a d e .  T h i s  i s  a  w a y  i n  w h i c h  w e  f i n d  j o y f u l  l i f e  i n  G o d ’ s  n a m e .  T h e  p r o b l e m  i s  t h a t ,  a t  t i m e s ,
w e  e x e r c i s e  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  b e  u n c a r i n g  t o  t h o s e  w e  a r e  c l o s e  t o .  H u m a n  l o v e  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  f a i t h f u l
t h e  w a y  t h a t  G o d ’ s  l o v e  i s  a l w a y s  f a i t h f u l .  T h i s  a p p l i e s  t o  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p .     

T h e  T e x t
L a r i s s a  w i l l  t a k e  a  d e e p  d i v e  i n t o  t h i s  c o m p l e x  t e x t ,  c o n s i d e r i n g :
•  T h e  h i g h l y  v u l n e r a b l e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  a c c u s e d  g i r l  
   ( n o t  w o m a n )  i n  t h i s  t e x t .
•  T h a t  t h e  P h a r i s e e s  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t o  t r i c k  J e s u s .   
•  W h y  t h e  P h a r i s e e s  m i g h t  h a v e  h a d  s u c h  a  s u d d e n  c h a n g e  o f  h e a r t  
   w h i c h  p r o m p t e d  t h i s  s u d d e n  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  t r i a l .   
•  A n d ,  f i n a l l y ,  s p e c u l a t i n g  o n  w h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  n e x t  f o r  
   t h i s  g i r l .     

7th  Sunday of  EasterJohn 8 :  1 - 1 1

Sermon Snippets
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Christ Church and Emmanuel, Weston-super-Mare

Sunday 29th  May 2022

T h e  s e c o n d  p i e c e  o f  g o o d  n e w s  i s  t h a t  a  b e t t e r  t i t l e  f o r  t h i s  p i e c e  o f  s c r i p t u r e  i s :  “ J e s u s  D o e s  N o t
C o n d e m n ” .  W e  t e n d  t o  b e  m o r e  s c a n d a l i s e d  b y  s e x u a l  s i n s  b u t  w e  a r e  a l l  s i n n e r s  a n d  J e s u s  d i e d
f o r  u s  s o  t h a t  w e  m a y  a l l  a v o i d  c o n d e m n a t i o n .  O u r  r e c o r d  o f  w r o n g s  w a s  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  s a n d  b u t
h a s  b e e n  e r a s e d  b y  J e s u s .

T h e  G o o d  N e w s !   
T h e  f i r s t  p i e c e  o f  g o o d  n e w s  i s  t h a t ,  w h e n  w e  s i n  ( e v e n  r e a l l y  b a d l y ) ,  G o d  o f t e n  r e d e e m s  t e r r i b l e
s i t u a t i o n s .  W h e n  w e ’ v e  d o n e  s o m e t h i n g  r e a l l y  b a d ,  w e  n e e d  t o  r e s p o n d  b y  s i n c e r e l y  s a y i n g  s o r r y
a n d  t u r n i n g  b a c k  t o  G o d  i n  o u r  h e a r t .  O f t e n  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  c o m e s  a b o u t  t h a n k s  t o  G o d ,  w h i c h
o f f e r s  u s  a  d i f f e r e n t  s o r t  o f  b l e s s i n g  t h a t  w e  d i d n ’ t  e x p e c t .  I f  y o u  a r e  r e e l i n g  f r o m  a  b a d  d e c i s i o n ,
m a y b e  t h e  o u t c o m e  w i l l  b e  b e t t e r  i n  t h e  m o n t h s  o r  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .

Jubilee Events



Monday – Pray for churches, including Christ Church
and Emmanuel, which have experienced a decline in
numbers attending services following the Covid
pandemic. Pray for recovery in church activity, especially
for the Jubilee Dinner this Friday and the programme of
Open Gardens, both of which will provide an opportunity
to welcome newcomers and enquirers to the Church
family. 

Tuesday – “O Lord – when comes that promised time
when war shall be no more?” As we come to the end of
this most beautiful month of May, with the annual miracle
of fresh new life in the countryside, let us pray daily for
an end to the contrasting barbarism of war in the Ukraine
and that the eyes of the ‘ordinary people’ of Russia may
be opened to the evil which is being committed in their
name by their current political leadership before it leads
us all into a third world war.

Wednesday – Pray for Michael Beasley, the newly
appointed Bishop of Bath & Wells, who has connections
with Somerset through his wife (who comes from a
farming family in this county).

Thursday – In 2014 nearly three hundred schoolgirls
from a northern Nigerian province were abducted by
ultra-fundamentalist Boko Haran militants, which forbids
girls going to school. However, over fifty escaped after
being kidnapped and were able to attend school.
Barnabas Fund reports that two of them, Lydia and Joy,
have gone on to achieve Masters Degrees from a
Christian University in Florida. Lydia plans to become a
human rights lawyer and Joy hopes to start a community
support agency in the place where she grew up. Give
thanks for stories like these and pray for the work of
Barnabas Fund which does so much for Christians living
in predominantly Muslim communities.

Friday – “Mission” conjures up visions of “overseas” and
we can give thanks for those, including some in our own
congregations, who have given up lucrative positions at
home to work in third world countries. Pray by name for
any you know who have, or maybe still, follow this
calling, especially in West Africa (economic problems),
India (severe persecution by radical Hindus),
Afghanistan (Taliban), and Bangladesh.

Saturday – Pray for all those having a role in our
services tomorrow. For the Welcomers on the doors; the
Churchwardens making sure all is prepared; the
Musicians leading our singing; the Bible Readers at the
lectern; the one presenting our Intercessions; those
instructing the children; the Preacher presenting God’s
word; and the Refreshment Providers in the kitchen.
Thank God for the rich provision of talent in our two
churches and who do all for the honour of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
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Saturday 28th May 
Open Garden at 2:30pm at Tom & Chris Webber's

Monday 30th May
Ladies Together at 2:30pm in The Spire Centre

Tuesday 31st May
Parish Prayers at 9:30am at Emmanuel
The Beacon at 12noon at Emmanuel

Wednesday 1st June
No Seedlings Toddler Group this week

Thursday 2nd June
Welcome Group at 2:30pm at Emmanuel
No Craft & Chat this week

Friday 3rd June-Sunday 5th June
See first page for all Jubilee events taking place

Prayer Pointers

What's On This Week

Watch the Morning Service
 

at www.ccwsm.org.uk
 

Go to the ‘Church Life’ menu and click 
on the ‘Sunday Services’ page.

Verse For The Week
"Jesus straightened up and asked her, 'Woman,
where are they? Has no one condemned you?'

'No one, Sir,' she said.
'Then neither do I condemn you,' Jesus declared.

'Go now and leave your life of sin.'
 

John 8: 10-11

Rev. Tom Webber (Day Off - Tuesday)
t: (01934) 709343

e: vicar@ccwsm.org.uk
 

Rev. Larissa Trust (Day Off - Tuesday)
t: (07379) 754372

e: curate@ccwsm.org.uk
 

Church Office (09:30-12:30 Mon-Fri)
t: (01934) 641016

e:  office@ccwsm.org.uk
w: www.ccwsm.org.uk

Contact Details

https://ccwsm.org.uk/service-type/sunday-service-online/

