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T o d a y ' s  p a s s a g e  s t a r t s  w i t h  t h e  p h r a s e ,  ' O n c e

a g a i n . . . ' .  W e  f i n d  J e s u s  o u t  b e s i d e  t h e  l a k e ,  ' o n c e

a g a i n ' .  W h a t  d o e s  d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  ' o n c e  a g a i n '  l o o k

l i k e  f o r  u s  i n  o u r  C h r i s t i a n  w a l k ?  W h e t h e r  t h a t  i s

c o n t i n u i n g  t o  s e r v e  w h e n  w e  a r e  g r o w i n g  t i r e d ,

s e e k i n g  G o d ' s  f o r g i v e n e s s  f o r  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  y e t

a g a i n ,  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  c o n t e n d  i n  p r a y e r  w h e n  n o

a n s w e r s  s e e m  t o  c o m e .  

F o l l o w i n g  J e s u s  i s  a  c a l l  t o  r e p e n t  a n d  b e l i e v e ,  a  c a l l

t o  c h a n g e  a n d  t o  k e e p  c h a n g i n g .  

L e t ' s  l o o k  a t  t h i s  

p a s s a g e  t o g e t h e r  

t h i s  S u n d a y ,  

' o n c e  a g a i n ' !

CONNECTED |  ISSUE 32601

L a s t  S u n d a y  A f t e r  T r i n i t yS u n d a y  2 5 t h  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 6

Sermon Snippets
( I s a i a h  5 6 :  4 - 8 )  +  M a r k  2 :  1 3 - 1 7

Christ Church

L e t ’s  f a c e  i t  –  J e s u s ’  c h o i c e  o f  M a t t h e w  a s
o n e  o f  h i s  i n n e r  t e a m  w a s  s u r p r i s i n g .  A s  a
t a x  c o l l e c t o r  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  h e  wo u l d  h a ve
b e e n  s e e n  a s  o n e  w h o  s w i n d l e d  h i s  fe l l ow
c o u n t r y m e n  o u t  o f  m o n e y  by  i n f l a t i n g  t h e i r
t a x e s . . .  s o  w h y  d i d  J e s u s  n o t  c h o o s e
s o m e o n e  m o r e  ‘ h o l y ’ ?  A n d ,  c o m e  t o  t h i n k  o f
i t ,  w h a t  e x a c t l y  i s  J e s u s  l o o k i n g  fo r  i n  h i s
fo l l owe r s ?  

C o m e  a l o n g /  
t u n e  i n  o n  
S u n d a y  t o  
f i n d  o u t !

(Isaiah 43: 18-25) + Mark 2: 13-17

Emmanuel

Operation Christmas Child
T h i s  y e a r  w e  a r e ,  a g a i n ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  f o l k  t o
s u p p o r t  O p e r a t i o n  C h r i s t m a s  C h i l d  ( a  p r o j e c t
r u n  b y  S a m a r i t a n ’ s  P u r s e ) .

T h e  m o s t  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  w a y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i s
b y  p a c k i n g  a  s h o e b o x  o n l i n e .  E i t h e r :

1 )  G o  t o  h t t p s : / / w w w . s a m a r i t a n s -
p u r s e . o r g . u k / w h a t - w e - d o / o p e r a t i o n - c h r i s t m a s -
c h i l d / s h o e b o x - o n l i n e / c r e a t e - a - b o x  a n d  c r e a t e
y o u r  o w n  s h o e b o x ( e s ) .  E a c h  b o x  c o s t s  £ 2 5 .
T h i s  w a y  y o u  c a n  c h o o s e  t h e  g e n d e r / a g e  o f
y o u r  c h i l d  a n d  p i c k  i t e m s  t o  g o  i n  y o u r  b o x ( e s ) .  

O R  2 )  G o  t o  h t t p s : / / w w w . s a m a r i t a n s -
p u r s e . o r g . u k / w h a t - w e - d o / o p e r a t i o n - c h r i s t m a s -
c h i l d / s h o e b o x - o n l i n e / s e n d - a - p r e - p a c k e d -
s h o e b o x  t o  s e n d  a  p r e - p a c k e d  s h o e b o x ( e s ) .
H e r e  y o u  c a n  s i m p l y  c o n f i r m  h o w  m a n y  b o x e s
y o u  w i s h  t o  s e n d  a n d  d o n a t e  a c c o r d i n g l y
( a g a i n ,  £ 2 5  p e r  b o x ) .

A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  p r e - p r i n t e d  s h o e b o x e s
a v a i l a b l e  s h o u l d  y o u  w i s h  t o  p h y s i c a l l y  p a c k  y o u r  o w n
c o m p l e t e  s h o e b o x  ( p l u s  l e a f l e t s  e x p l a i n i n g  w h a t  t o  p u t  i n
a  b o x ) .  I f  p a c k i n g  y o u r  o w n  s h o e b o x ,  S a m a r i t a n ’ s  P u r s e
a l s o  a s k s  f o r  a  d o n a t i o n  o f  £ 5  p e r  b o x  t o  c o v e r  s h i p p i n g
c o s t s .  P l e a s e  s e e  D a v i d  W h i t e / C a r l  E v a n s  o r  s p e a k  t o
E m m a  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  O f f i c e  r e g a r d i n g  p a y m e n t  o f  t h i s .

L a s t l y ,  i f  y o u  a r e n ’ t  a b l e  t o  p a c k  a  s h o e b o x  ( e i t h e r
o n l i n e  o r  p h y s i c a l l y )  b u t  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d o n a t e  m o n e y
t o w a r d s  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  p l e a s e  s e e  D a v i d  W h i t e / C a r l  E v a n s
o r  s p e a k  t o  E m m a  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  O f f i c e .

F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  O p e r a t i o n  C h r i s t m a s
C h i l d ,  a c c e s s  t o  a l l  r e l e v a n t  l i n k s ,  a n d  ‘ w a y s  t o  p a y ’  i f
d o n a t i n g ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e :
h t t p s : / / c c w s m . o r g . u k / s h o e b o x - a p p e a l - 2 0 2 6 /

A l l  b o x e s  ( p h y s i c a l  a n d  o n l i n e )  w i l l  
b e  d e d i c a t e d  d u r i n g  s e r v i c e s  o n  
8 t h  N o v e m b e r  ( C h r i s t  C h u r c h )  a n d  o n  
1 5 t h  N o v e m b e r  ( E m m a n u e l ) .

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/shoebox-online/create-a-box
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/shoebox-online/create-a-box
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/shoebox-online/create-a-box
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/shoebox-online/send-a-pre-packed-shoebox
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/shoebox-online/send-a-pre-packed-shoebox
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/shoebox-online/send-a-pre-packed-shoebox
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/shoebox-online/send-a-pre-packed-shoebox
https://ccwsm.org.uk/shoebox-appeal-2026/


D o n ’ t  f o r g e t . . .
. . . t h e  c l o c k s  g o  b a c k  t h i s
w e e k e n d  ( 2 5 t h  O c t o b e r ) !
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M o n d ay : We  t h a n k  G o d  fo r  t h e  C h u r c h
We e ke n d  A t  H o m e  l a s t  w e e k ,  e s p e c i a l l y
fo r  B i s h o p  M i ke  H i l l .  A n d  w e  p r ay  t h a t  h i s
w o r d s  -  C h r i s t i a n  s e e d s  s o w n  d u r i n g  t h e
w e e ke n d  -  w i l l  b e a r  f u l l  f r u i t  i n  p e o p l e ’s
l i ve s . We  a l s o  t h a n k  yo u  L o r d  fo r  a l l  t h o s e
w h o  h e l p e d  i n  va r i o u s  way s .

Tu e sd ay :  We  p r ay  fo r  a l l  t h e  e l d e r l y  a n d
h o u s e b o u n d  o f  o u r  t w o  c h u r c h e s  w h o  f i n d
i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  o u t  -  t h a t  t h ey  w i l l  s t i l l
k n o w  G o d ’s  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e i r  l i ve s  by  o u r
p r aye r s  a n d  v i s i t i n g .

We d n e sd ay :  We  p r ay  fo r  o u r  c h u r c h
l e a d e r s  -  e s p e c i a l l y  To m ,  D i ,  a n d  a l l  o u r
A s s o c i a t e  M i n i s t e r s  a n d  R e a d e r s  -  t h a t
t h ey  w i l l  b e  b l e s s e d  by  G o d ’s  w i s d o m  a n d
p e a c e  i n  t h e i r  b u s y  l i ve s  a s  t h ey  t r y  t o
f u l f i l  t h e i r  fa m i l y  a n d  p a r i s h
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

T h u r sd ay :  We  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r ay  fo r  a l l
C h r i s t i a n s  s u f fe r i n g  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  wa r s ,
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  M i d d l e - E a s t . M a ny  a r e
p e r s e c u t e d  fo r  t h e i r  fa i t h  a n d  a r e  n o t  f r e e
t o  w o r s h i p  b u t  h ave  h a d  t o  f l e e  t h e i r
h o m e s  a n d  m a ny  h ave  l o s t  l o ve d  o n e s . We
p r ay  t h a t  G o d  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  f i n d
way s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e m . A n d  b r i n g  p e a c e .

Fr i d ay :  We  p r ay  fo r  t h o s e  k n o w n  t o  u s
w h o  a r e  u nw e l l ,  d i s t r e s s e d ,  w o r r i e d ,  o r
b e r e ave d .

S a t u rd ay :  G o d  o f  a l l ,  T h r e e - i n - O n e  a n d
O n e - i n -T h r e e ,  w e  p r a i s e  yo u  t h a t  yo u  h ave
c a l l e d  u s  t o  b e  yo u r  c h i l d r e n ,  yo u r
f r i e n d s ,  a n d  yo u r  p e o p l e . R e c e i ve  n o w  o u r
w o r s h i p,  o f fe r e d  t o  yo u  i n  aw e  a n d
w o n d e r,  i n  j o y  a n d  t h a n k s g i v i n g . Fa t h e r,
S o n ,  a n d  H o l y  S p i r i t ,  r e c e i ve  o u r  p r a i s e .

Prayer Pointers What's On This Week
Monday 26th October
Ladies Together at 2:30pm in The Spire Centre

Tuesday 27th October
Parish Prayers at 9:30am at Emmanuel
The Beacon at 12noon at Emmanuel

Wednesday 28th October
No Seedlings Toddler Group this week

Thursday 29th October
Craft & Chat at 2:30pm in The Spire Centre
Welcome Group at 2:30pm at Emmanuel

Saturday 31st October
Men’s Breakfast from 8:30am-10am at Christ Church
Ambassadors Outing at 2:30pm at Playhouse
(for those with tickets to Jesus Christ Super Star)
Lightfest! from 4pm-6pm at Christ Church

Sunday 1st November
12 New Disciples in 27 Meeting after the service 
(for those who are part of this group - in Room 3)
Annual Memorial Service at 4pm at Christ Church

If anyone was unable to make the Church Weekend, 
you can catch-up with the teaching sessions here.

 Notices
Church Weekend At Home

Parking Around The Church
Just a polite reminder to everyone who drives to 
the church and parks in the surrounding roads - 

please park considerately and make sure that you 
do not obstruct people’s driveways. Thank you.

Verse For The Week
“ When the teachers of the law who were

Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax
collectors, they asked his disciples: ‘Why does he
eat with tax collectors and sinners?’ On hearing

this, Jesus said to them, ‘It is not the healthy who
need a doctor, but those who are ill. I have not

come to call the righteous, but sinners.’ "

Mark 2: 16-17

L a s t  w e e k  t h e  D i o c e s e  w a s  p r a y i n g  f o r
t h o s e  w h o  a d m i n i s t e r  a n d  o f f e r  g o v e r n a n c e

u s i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r a y e r  f r o m  t h e  
m o n t h l y  D i o c e s a n  P r a y e r  C a l e n d a r :

J e s u s ,  L o rd  of  a l l ,  w e  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h o s e  
w h o  a d m i n i s t e r  a n d  of f e r  g o v e r n a n c e  i n  

o u r  p a r i s h e s  a n d  a c ro s s  o u r  D i o c e s e .  
M a y  t h e  w i s d o m  of  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  b e  a  

s o u rc e  of  s u p p o r t  f o r  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  of f e r
a d v i c e  a n d  g o v e r n a n c e .  A m e n .

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fIBzCTJv_ZY&list=PLc_oFMqCOXmk&index=4


 

DON’T FORGET TO
REGISTER. . .

Go to ccwsm.org.uk/events/   
                 and c l ick  on the 
                 L ightFest tab for  
                 more information.  
                 The cost is  £2 
                 per  person 
                 (babies under  6 
                 months go free) .

If  you need any more
information,  p lease 

contact Nicky,  emai l :
fami ly .ministry@ccwsm.org.uk
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Rev. Tom Webber (Day Off - Tuesday)
t: (01934) 709343

e: revtom@ccwsm.org.uk

Rev. Di Vickery (Day Off - Thursday)
t: 07356 248442

e: revdi@ccwsm.org.uk

Church Office (09:30-12:30 Mon-Fri)
t: (01934) 641016

e:  office@ccwsm.org.uk
w: www.ccwsm.org.uk

Contact Details

LightFest 2026!
Saturday 31st  October

4pm-6pm

Coffee after the Service...
B I B L E  

R E A D I N G  N O T E S
 

I t  i s  t i m e  t o  o r d e r  y o u r  B i b l e
r e a d i n g  n o t e s  f o r  2 0 2 7 . . .

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p l a c e  a n
o r d e r ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  S a n d r a
W i l k e s .  S o m e  p a y m e n t  w i l l  b e
r e q u i r e d  o n  p l a c i n g  t h e  o r d e r
( S a n d r a  c a n  l e t  y o u  k n o w  h o w
m u c h  t h i s  w i l l  b e ) .  P a y m e n t
c a n  b e  m a d e  b y  e i t h e r  c h e q u e ,
c a s h ,  c a r d ,  o r  b a n k  t r a n s f e r .  

I f  y o u  h a v e  n o t  h a d  B i b l e
r e a d i n g  n o t e s  b e f o r e ,  p l e a s e
d o  s p e a k  t o  S a n d r a .  

M e n ’ s
B r e a k f a s t  -

C h r i s t  C h u r c h

S a t u r d a y  3 1 s t
O c t o b e r

8 : 3 0 a m - 1 0 a m
C O S T :  £ 5

A  c o o k e d  b r e a k f a s t
t o g e t h e r  f o l l o w e d  

b y  " A n  I n t e r v i e w
W i t h  J o h n  B u t t ”

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o
a t t e n d ,  p l e a s e  a d d
y o u r  n a m e  t o  t h e
s i g n - u p  s h e e t  a t
C h r i s t  C h u r c h . . .  
o r ,  i f  y o u  a r e  a t

E m m a n u e l ,  p l e a s e
n o t i f y  P a u l  S o d z i  o r  
c o n t a c t  t h e  O f f i c e .  

L A S T  C H A N C E  T O
S I G N - U P  T H I S

W E E K E N D

Watch the Morning Service
at www.ccwsm.org.uk

Go to the ‘Church Life’ menu and click 
on the ‘Sunday Services’ page

Jesus  Chr ist
Super Star

Playhouse
31st  October

2 :30pm

T h e r e  a r e  a n o t h e r
two  t i c ke t s  g o i n g

s p a r e  f o r t h i s
A m b a s s a d o r ’ s

o u t i n g  -  p l e a s e  
d o  s e e  S a n d ra

W i l ke s  i f  yo u  a r e
i n te r e s te d  i n  g o i n g

a n d  s h e  ca n  g i ve
yo u  d e ta i l s .

https://ccwsm.org.uk/events/
http://www.ccwsm.org.uk/
http://www.ccwsm.org.uk/


I n  a  c o u p l e  o f  w e e k s ’  t i m e  w e ’ l l  b e  h o l d i n g
o u r  a n n u a l  ‘ M e m o r i a l  S e r v i c e ’  a t  C h r i s t
C h u r c h .  

I t ’s  a  c h a n c e  t o  g i v e  t h a n k s  f o r  s o m e o n e
y o u ’ v e  l o v e d  w h o ’s  p a s s e d  a w a y.  A n y
b e r e a v e m e n t  d o e s n ’t  h a v e  t o  b e  r e c e n t  -
t h e i r  l o s s  c a n  a f f e c t  u s  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  -
a n d  t h i s  s p a c e  g i v e s  u s  a l l  a  c h a n c e  t o
h o n o u r  t h e i r  m e m o r y.  I t  w i l l  b e  a  g e n t l e
r e f l e c t i v e  s e r v i c e  a n d  J u l i e  B i r k e t t  w i l l  b e
s p e a k i n g.

Yo u ’d  b e  w e l c o m e  t o  j o i n  u s  
a n d  i t ’s  a  g o o d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
i n v i t e  a  f r i e n d  –  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  
s m a l l  f l y e r s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  b a c k  
o f  c h u r c h  f o r  y o u  t o  p a s s  o n  t o  
a n y o n e  y o u  t h i n k  m a y  b e n e f i t .  

Poppies are now available at Christ
Church - these will be at the back of
church on Sunday or 
outside the Church 
Office during the week 
- please feel free to 
take one and leave a 
donation in the charity 
tin alongside.

Weston  Foodbank  i s  a ga i n  r u nn i n g  t he i r  R eve r se  Adven t  Ca l e nda r  t h r o ughou t  Novembe r  f o r
d ona t i o ns  t owa rds  t he i r  C h r i s tmas  f o od  d r i v e .  
 

I f  y ou  wou l d  l i k e  t o  pa r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  ( e i t h e r  i n d i v i d ua l l y ,  a s  a  coup l e ,  o r  i n  a  g r o up )  t h e r e  a r e  a
f ew Adven t  Ca l e nda r s  ava i l a b l e  a t  t h e  back  o f  c hu r ch .  
F i l l  a  b ox  o r  a  f ew bags  w i t h  one  i t em each  day  and  t hen  d r op  t he  f i l l e d  b ox / bags  o f f  e i t h e r :  
( 1 )  a t  t h e  Chu r ch  O f f i c e  by  Sunday  6 t h  Decembe r ;  o r  
( 2 )  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Foodbank  Wa r ehouse  ( B eau f i g h t e r  R oad )  b y  Monday  1 4 t h  Decembe r .  
O r ,  p e r haps ,  i f  i t  i s  e as i e r ,  y ou  cou l d  c o l l e c t  s ome  o f  t h e  i t ems  men t i o ned  du r i n g  you r  t r i p s  t o  t h e
supe rma r ke t  ove r  t h e  nex t  f ew weeks  and  p l a ce  t hese  i n t o  t h e  Foodbank  dona t i o n  b i n s  p r ov i d ed
( ava i l a b l e  i n - s t o r e  somewhe r e  a t  mos t  o f  t h e  ma j o r  s upe rma r ke t s ) .  
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More coffee anyone...?
Annual Memorial

Service
Sunday 1st November 

at 4pm

Remembrance
Poppies

Thank You Emmanuel! L o s t  P r o p e r t y
T h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  l o s t  
p r o p e r t y  i t e m s  o n  a  
t a b l e  a t  t h e  b a c k  o f  

C h r i s t  C h u r c h  (u n d e r
n o t i c e b o a r d )  -  p l e a s e
d o  t a k e  a  l o o k  t o  s e e
i f  a n y t h i n g  i s  yo u r s .  
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