Christ Church and Emmanuel, Weston-super-Mare

Connected

Sunday 14th December 2025

3rd Sunday Of Advent

Christingle

Nearly 300 years agp. a Bishop in the
Moravian Church in Germany came up with
the idea of gjving children a candle with a red
ribbon tied around it. This symbol was to
remind them of the happiness that the love
and light of Jesus brings. Moravian
missionaries came to England and brought this
tradition with them. But it wasn't until the late
1960s that the Christingle as we know it came
into existence. when it was used in a special
service raising funds
for The Children’s
Society. Since then
Christingle Services
have grown, with an
estimated one million
people attending one
in the UK each year.

Each element of the Christingle symbolises
something; There are slight variations
depending on who you ask but the most
common meanings are:

‘the orangg represents the world:

‘the red ribbon reminds us of the love and
death of Christ:

‘the sweets (or dried fruit) represent all the
gpod things in God's creation:

the lit candle shines like the light of Jesus in
the world.

We'd love to see you
at our ChristingJe
Service at Christ
Church this Sunday.
[4th December, at
4pm. If you've never
been to one before,
come and join us as
we celebrate the
light of Jesus.
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Sermon Snippets

Christ Church
Luke 1: 26-45

Luke's gospel is remarkable in many ways.
In the first chapters we are introduced
to: angels appearing (repeatedly); the
Holy Spirit at work in unexpected ways;
and women front and central in God's
plans and purposes. There is also a great
deal of singing:
Mary, Zechariah, and
a host of angels.
Their joy cannot be
contained.

Luke intends that we
too overflow with joy.

¥\
Emmanuel
Matthew 1: 18-25%

In an old interview, John Lennon was
quoted as saying, "Life is what
happens when you're making other
plans"”.

In this week's readings,
we're looking at some
people whose lives
take an unexpected
turn and take a
direction they never
expected. God is at
work in the unexpected.

Watch the Morning Service

at www.ccwsm.org.uk

Go to the ‘Church Life’ menu and click
on the ‘Sunday Services’ page
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Prayer Pointers

Monday: Lord Jesus Christ, as we
celebrate your birth in Bethlehem, a
birth that changed the course of history
forever, we rejoice that the future of the
world was shaped by your coming and
transformed by your life, death, and
resurrection. As a new chapter has
begun, help us in turn to start again, to
let go of the past and embrace the
future, secure in your forgiveness and
transformed by your grace.

Tuesday: Lord of all, as we hear again
the good news of Jesus and rejoice in
the wonder of this season, we pray for
those Por whom it brings no joy, only
reminding them of their pain. We pray
for the poor, the hungry, and the
homeless, thanking you for
organisations that provide food and
warmth at this time of year, where some
can meet up with others and receive
encouragement.

Wednesday: We pray for the troubled
and fearful, especially those who have
no jobs at this difficult time. We pray
for the sick and suffering in body, mind,
or spirit, and including lonely and
elderly people many of whom are
confined to their homes or a care home.

Thursday: Lord, we pray for your world
in all its needs - those in lands where
there is poverty, famine, or natural
disaster, and places where people are
living in fear of persecution and
fighting. Gracious God, at this time of
giving and receiving, reach out in love to
your troubled world. Bring comfort in
distress.

Friday: Strengthen all those who work to
build a fairer society and a more just
world. Challenge each of us, who have
so much, to share our plenty with those
who have so little. May we not just talk
of goodwill to all but do something to
show what it means.

Saturday: Help us then to go with joy in
our hearts and wonder in our eyes, to
share the love that you have shown and
to make known the great thing that you
have done in Christ.

Sunday: May Jesus be born again in our
hearts and made Rnown through our
lives.
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What's On This Week

Friday 12th December
Carol Singing in Care Homes from 2:15pm
(meet at Christ Church at 2pm)

Saturday 13th December
Christingle Making at 10am in The Spire Centre

Sunday 14th December
Deaf Church at 3pm at Emmanuel
Christingle Service at 4pm at Christ Church

Monday 15th December

Ladies Together at 2:30pm in The Spire Centre
Carol Singing In Church Square at 2:30pm
Tuesday 16th December

Parish Prayers at 9:30am at Emmanuel
The Beacon at 12noon at Emmanuel

Wednesday 17th December

No Seedlings Toddler Group this week
Carol Singing in Care Homes from 2:15pm
(meet at Christ Church at 2pm)

Thursday 18th December

No Craft & Chat this week

Town Centre Carol Service at 12:30pm at Emmanuel
Welcome Group at 2:30pm at Emmanuel

Friday 19th December
Candlelit Carol Service at 7pm at Emmanuel

Sunday 21st December
Candlelit Carol Service at 6pm at Christ Church

Christmas Notices!

Christmas Invitations

There are still some Christmas invitations available
to pass on to your friends, family, & neighbours.

Volunteers for Christmas Services

If you are able to help with various jobs during/after
our Christmas Services at Christ Church, please
sign-up on the sheet at the back of church. Thank you.

Christmas Cards

Please check the pigeon holes for Christmas cards!

Church Office Closed

Please note that the Church Office will be closed from
Monday 22nd December til Friday 2nd January inclusive.
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Coffee after the Service...
J

Our Christmas Services!

Ghrist Churoh % Emmauuel

N

But the angel sai
that will cause
David a Savi

Christ Church
Montpelier, BS23 2RH
website: www.ccwsm.org.uk

Christingle Service
4pm on Sunday 14th December

Candlelit Carol Service
6pm on Sunday 21st December

Nativity Service
« « 4pm on Christmas Eve

Midnight Communion
11:15pm on Christmas Eve

Family Communion *
10:30am on Christmas Day

em, ‘Do ni
joy for all the people. Today in the town of
n b'm to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.’

afraid. | bring you good news

Luke 2: 10-11

Emmanuel Church
Oxford Street, BS23 1T
website: www‘.uchurchneuryuu.com /church /11148 /

Carol Singing In Church Square
2:30pm on Monday 15th December

Town Centre Carol Service
12:30pm on Thursday 18th December

‘(‘Igmdlelit Carol Service
7pm on Friday 19th December

+ Holy Communion
10:30am on Christmas Day

Setting Our Sights On A New Year

Join us at 6pm on Sunday 4th January as
we look forward to the new year that lays
before us.

We are holding a reflective service that will
give us the opportunity to prepare for all that
may occur as we navigate the days to come.

Congregational Christmas Cards

There is a 'message hoard' near the south door at
Christ Church if you would like to send a card to
the whole church family.

Please do take a look &/or
add one of your own.

nerexplg

faith
meaning

It is designed for
anyone who would like
to explore the faith a
little... maybe you have

‘Carol Singing_ In Church Square
> Monday ISth December 1

a family member or
friend or colleague who
you could invite along?

JﬁJN 2:30pm outside Emmanuel ’L'L

Our next Alpha course
will be starting on
Wednesday 14th January
7pm in The Spire Centre

If you are able, please do come

and join us for some carol singing
i\o in Church Square on Monday.
We'd love to see you there!

If so, please do be in
touch with Tom or Sian.

Contact Details

Rev. Tom Webber (Day Off - Tuesday)
t: (01934) 709343
e: revtom@ccwsm.org.uk

Church Office (09:30-12:30 Mon-Fri)
t: (01934) 641016
e: office@ccwsm.org.uk
w: www.ccwsm.org.uk

Verse For The Week

You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to
call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son

“ ¢

of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne
of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s
descendants for ever; his kingdom will never end’. "

Luke 1: 31-33
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