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Luke ' s  gospe l  i s  remarkab le  in  many  ways .
In  the  f i r s t  chapters  we are  in t roduced
to :  ange l s  appear ing  ( repeated ly ) ;  the
Ho ly  Sp i r i t  a t  work  in  unexpected  ways ;
and women f ront  and cent ra l  in  God ' s
p lans  and purposes .  There  i s  a l so  a  g reat
dea l  o f  s ing ing :  
Mary,  Zechar iah ,  and  
a  host  o f  ange l s .  
The i r  joy  cannot  be  
conta ined .  
Luke  in tends  that  we 
too  over f low wi th  joy.

Nearly 300 years ago, a Bishop in the
Moravian Church in Germany came up with
the idea of giving children a candle with a red
ribbon tied around it. This symbol was to
remind them of the happiness that the love
and light of Jesus brings. Moravian
missionaries came to England and brought this
tradition with them. But it wasn’t until the late
1960s that the Christingle as we know it came
into existence, when it was used in a special
service raising funds 
for The Children’s 
Society. Since then 
Christingle Services 
have grown, with an 
estimated one million 
people attending one 
in the UK each year. 

Each element of the Christingle symbolises
something. There are slight variations
depending on who you ask but the most
common meanings are:
·the orange represents the world;
·the red ribbon reminds us of the love and
death of Christ;
·the sweets (or dried fruit) represent all the
good things in God’s creation;
·the lit candle shines like the light of Jesus in
the world.

We’d love to see you 
at our Christingle 
Service at Christ 
Church this Sunday, 
14th December, at 
4pm. If you’ve never 
been to one before, 
come and join us as 
we celebrate the 
light of Jesus.
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Sermon Snippets

Christ Church
Luke 1: 26-45

Matthew 1: 18-25
Emmanuel

In  an old interview,  John Lennon was
quoted as saying,  "L i fe  is  what
happens when you 're  making other
plans" .  

In  this  week 's  readings,  
we 're  looking at  some 
people  whose l ives  
take an unexpected 
turn and take a 
direct ion they never  
expected.  God is  at  
work in  the unexpected.

Watch the Morning Service
at www.ccwsm.org.uk

Go to the ‘Church Life’ menu and click 
on the ‘Sunday Services’ page

Christingle

Angeline

http://www.ccwsm.org.uk/
http://www.ccwsm.org.uk/
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Monday :  Lo rd  Je sus  Chr i s t ,  a s  we
ce l eb ra t e  you r  b i r th  i n  Be th l ehem ,  a
b i r th  tha t  changed  the  cou r se  o f  h i s to ry
fo reve r ,  we  r e j o i c e  tha t  the  fu tu re  o f  the
wor ld  was  shaped  by  you r  coming  and
t rans fo rmed  by  you r  l i f e ,  dea th ,  and
re su r r ec t i on .  As  a  new  chap te r  has
begun ,  he l p  u s  i n  tu rn  to  s ta r t  aga in ,  t o
l e t  go  o f  the  pas t  and  embrace  the
fu tu re ,  s e cu re  i n  you r  fo rg i v enes s  and
t rans fo rmed  by  you r  g race .  

Tuesday :  Lo rd  o f  a l l ,  a s  we  hea r  aga in
the  good  news  o f  Je sus  and  r e j o i c e  i n
the  wonde r  o f  th i s  s eason ,  we  p ray  fo r
those  fo r  whom i t  b r i ng s  no  j oy ,  on ly
r em ind ing  them o f  the i r  pa in .  We  p ray
fo r  the  poo r ,  t he  hung ry ,  and  the
home l e s s ,  t hank ing  you  fo r
o rgan i sa t i ons  tha t  p rov ide  food  and
warmth  a t  th i s  t ime  o f  yea r ,  whe re  some
can  mee t  up  w i th  o the r s  and  r ece i v e
encouragement .

Wednesday :  We  p ray  fo r  the  t roub l ed
and  f ea r fu l ,  e spec ia l l y  those  who  have
no  j ob s  a t  th i s  d i f f i cu l t  t ime .  We  p ray
fo r  the  s i ck  and  su f f e r i ng  i n  body ,  m ind ,
o r  sp i r i t ,  and  i nc lud ing  l one l y  and
e lde r l y  peop l e  many  o f  whom a re
conf ined  to  the i r  homes  o r  a  ca re  home .

Thur sday :  Lo rd ,  we  p ray  fo r  you r  wor ld
in  a l l  i t s  needs  –  those  i n  l ands  whe re
the r e  i s  pove r ty ,  fam ine ,  o r  na tu ra l
d i sa s t e r ,  and  p lace s  whe re  peop l e  a r e
l i v i ng  i n  f ea r  o f  pe r s ecu t i on  and
f i gh t ing .  G rac ious  God ,  a t  th i s  t ime  o f
g i v ing  and  r ece i v i ng ,  r each  ou t  i n  l ove  to
your  t roub l ed  wor ld .  B r i ng  comfo r t  i n
d i s t r e s s .
 

Fr iday :  S t r eng then  a l l  t hose  who  work  to
bu i l d  a  fa i r e r  soc i e ty  and  a  more  j u s t
wor ld .  Cha l l enge  e ach  o f  u s ,  who  have
so  much ,  t o  sha re  ou r  p l en ty  w i th  those
who  have  so  l i t t l e .  May  w e  no t  j u s t  ta l k
o f  goodw i l l  t o  a l l  bu t  do  someth ing  to
show what  i t  means .

Satu rday :  He l p  u s  then  to  go  w i th  j oy  i n
ou r  hea r t s  and  wonde r  i n  ou r  eye s ,  t o
sha re  the  l o ve  tha t  you  have  shown  and
to  make  known  the  g r ea t  th ing  tha t  you
have  done  i n  Ch r i s t .

Sunday :  May  J e sus  be  b o r n  aga i n  i n  ou r
hea r t s  and  made  kn own  th ro ugh  o u r
l i v e s .

Prayer Pointers What's On This Week
Friday 12th December
Carol Singing in Care Homes from 2:15pm
(meet at Christ Church at 2pm)

Saturday 13th December
Christingle Making at 10am in The Spire Centre

Sunday 14th December
Deaf Church at 3pm at Emmanuel
Christingle Service at 4pm at Christ Church

Monday 15th December
Ladies Together at 2:30pm in The Spire Centre
Carol Singing In Church Square at 2:30pm

Tuesday 16th December
Parish Prayers at 9:30am at Emmanuel
The Beacon at 12noon at Emmanuel

Wednesday 17th December
No Seedlings Toddler Group this week
Carol Singing in Care Homes from 2:15pm
(meet at Christ Church at 2pm)

Thursday 18th December
No Craft & Chat this week
Town Centre Carol Service at 12:30pm at Emmanuel
Welcome Group at 2:30pm at Emmanuel

Friday 19th December
Candlelit Carol Service at 7pm at Emmanuel

Sunday 21st December
Candlelit Carol Service at 6pm at Christ Church

 Christmas Notices!

Church Office Closed

Please note that the Church Office will be closed from
Monday 22nd December til Friday 2nd January inclusive.

Volunteers for Christmas Services

If you are able to help with various jobs during/after 
our Christmas Services at Christ Church, please 

sign-up on the sheet at the back of church. Thank you.

Christmas Invitations

There are still some Christmas invitations available 
to pass on to your friends, family, & neighbours. 

Christmas Cards

Please check the pigeon holes for Christmas cards!



Rev. Tom Webber (Day Off - Tuesday)
t: (01934) 709343

e: revtom@ccwsm.org.uk

Church Office (09:30-12:30 Mon-Fri)
t: (01934) 641016

e:  office@ccwsm.org.uk
w: www.ccwsm.org.uk

Contact Details

T h e r e  i s  a  ' m e s s a g e  b o a r d '  n e a r  t h e  s o u t h  d o o r  a t
C h r i s t  C h u r c h  i f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e n d  a  c a r d  t o
t h e  w h o l e  c h u r c h  f a m i l y .  
P l e a s e  d o  t a k e  a  l o o k  & / o r  
            a d d  o n e  o f  y o u r  o w n .
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Coffee after the Service...
Our Christmas Services!

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h r i s t m a s  C a r d s

Verse For The Week
“ ‘You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to
call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son
of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne

of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s
descendants for ever; his kingdom will never end’. "

Luke 1: 31-33

Sunday  4 t h  Janua r y
6pm  a t  Ch r i s t  Chu rch

Even i ng  P r a ye r  Se r v i c e

Se t t i ng  Ou r  S i gh t s  On  A  New  Yea r

Jo i n  u s  a t  6 pm  on  Sunda y  4 t h  J anua r y  a s  
we  l o o k  f o rwa rd  t o  t h e  n ew  yea r  t h a t  l a ys
be fo r e  u s .  

We  a re  h o l d i n g  a  r e f l e c t i v e  s e r v i c e  t h a t  w i l l
g i v e  u s  t h e  o ppo r t un i t y  t o  p r e pa re  f o r  a l l  t h a t
may  o c cu r  a s  we  nav i g a t e  t h e  d a ys  t o  c ome .   

O u r  n e x t  A l p h a  c o u r s e
w i l l  b e  s t a r t i n g  o n   

W e d n e s d a y  1 4 t h  J a n u a r y
7 p m  i n  T h e  S p i r e  C e n t r e

I t  i s  d e s i g n e d  f o r
a n y o n e  w h o  w o u l d  l i k e

t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  f a i t h  a
l i t t l e . . .  m a y b e  y o u  h a v e

a  f a m i l y  m e m b e r  o r
f r i e n d  o r  c o l l e a g u e  w h o
y o u  c o u l d  i n v i t e  a l o n g ?  

I f  s o ,  p l e a s e  d o  b e  i n
t o u c h  w i t h  T o m  o r  S i a n .

C a r o l  S i n g i n g  I n  C h u r c h  S q u a r e
M o n d a y  1 5 t h  D e c e m b e r

2 : 3 0 p m  o u t s i d e  E m m a n u e l

I f  y o u  a r e  a b l e ,  p l e a s e  d o  c o m e

a n d  j o i n  u s  f o r  s o m e  c a r o l  s i n g i n g    

 i n  C h u r c h  S q u a r e  o n  M o n d a y .  

W e ’ d  l o v e  t o  s e e  y o u  t h e r e !


