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T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  C o n n e c t e d  s i n c e  t h e

C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n . . .  a n d  s o  I ’ d  l i k e  t o  w i s h  y o u  a l l  a

v e r y  H a p p y  N e w  Y e a r !  

C h r i s t m a s ,  w h i l s t  o n l y  a  f e w  s h o r t  w e e k s  a g o ,  n o w

f e e l s  a  l o n g  w a y  a w a y  a s  o u r  p e r s p e c t i v e  s h i f t s  t o

a l l  t h a t  2 0 2 5  b r i n g s .  I  h o p e  f o r  y o u  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e

s o m e  t h i n g s  t o  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o ;  m a y b e  y o u ’ r e

t h i n k i n g  o f  a  s h o r t  h o l i d a y  s o m e w h e r e ?  F o r  m o s t  o f

u s  t h e r e  i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  a  m i x  o f  t h e  g o o d  a n d  o n e

o r  t w o  m o r e  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h i n g s .  I t  c a n  b e  e a s y  t o

f e e l  a  b i t  o v e r w h e l m e d  w i t h  a l l  t h a t ’ s  t o  c o m e .  I

p r a y  t h a t  w e  c a n  a l l  m o v e  i n t o  2 0 2 5  w i t h  t h e

s t r e n g t h ,  g r a c e ,  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t h a t  c o m e s

f r o m  o u r  C h r i s t i a n  i d e n t i t y .  

T h i s  i s  w h a t  w e ’ l l  b e  l o o k i n g  a t  t o g e t h e r  i n  P a u l ’ s

l e t t e r  t o  t h e  C o l o s s i a n s .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  o u r  “ V e r s e

F o r  T h e  Y e a r ”  i s  a b o u t  b e i n g  r o o t e d  i n  C h r i s t  –  I

h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  c o m i n g  y e a r  w e  c a n  p u t  o u r  r o o t s

d o w n  i n t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  o u r  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h

m a k e s .  

I ’ l l  b e  s t a r t i n g  t h e  s e r i e s  

l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  

o u r  C h r i s t i a n  h o p e  c a n  

g i v e  u s .  
 

M a y  G o d  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  b l e s s  y o u  i n  2 0 2 5 .
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Christ Church and Emmanuel, Weston-super-Mare

Sunday 12th  January  20251st  Sunday  Of  Epiphany

Tom

A  P r a y e r  F o r  T h e
N e w  Y e a r

G o d  g i v e  m e  a  q u i e t  y e a r
N o t h i n g  t o o  a s t o u n d i n g

K e e p  m e  s t e a d y ,  
c a l m ,  a n d  c l e a r

W i t h  b l e s s i n g s  s a f e  
a n d  g r o u n d i n g

 

L e t  m e  s i m p l y  p l o d
A  p a t h  t h a t ' s  n o t  

t o o  r o u g h
B e i n g  m e  i s  v e r y  o d d

A n d  t h a t  i s  q u i t e  e n o u g h
 

H e l p  m e  w a l k ,  
n o t  r u s h  o r  r a c e

T h r o u g h  d a y s  b o t h  
b r i g h t  a n d  d r e a r y

G r a n t  m e  s t r e n g t h  t o  
k e e p  m y  p a c e

W h e n  l i f e  f e e l s  l o n g  
a n d  w e a r y

 

G o d ,  k e e p  m y  f e e t  
u p o n  t h e  g r o u n d

M y  t h o u g h t s  f r o m  
g o i n g  w i l d

I n  y o u r  p e a c e  l e t  
m e  b e  f o u n d

Y o u r  c a l m  a n d  
p l o d d i n g  c h i l d

( R e v .  T i m  H a i n e s  -
i n s p i r e d  b y  a  p o e m  h e

c a m e  a c r o s s  i n  A u s t r a l i a )

Sermon Snippets

Christ Church

Colossians 1: 1-8

Emmanuel
Matthew 2: 1-12

We three
K ings  -  a  s to ry

o f  l i gh t  and
darkness ,  
o f  seek ing  

and  f i nd i ng .  



Monday :  Lo rd  J e su s  Ch r i s t ,  a s  w e  h av e
ce l e b r a t e d  yo u r  b i r th  i n  Be t h l eh e m ,  a  b i r th
tha t  c h an g ed  t he  cou r se  o f  h i s to r y
fo re v e r ,  w e  r e j o i c e  t ha t  t he  fu tu r e  o f  t h e
w o r ld  w a s  sh a pe d  b y  y o u r  co mi n g  a n d
t ra n s fo rm e d  b y  y o u r  l i f e ,  d e a th ,  a n d
re su r r e c t i o n .  A  new  c ha p te r  h a s  b egu n .
H e lp  u s ,  i n  t u r n ,  t o  s t a r t  aga i n ,  t o  l e t  go
o f  t h e  p a s t ,  a nd  e m b ra ce  t he  f u t u r e ,
s ecu re  i n  y o u r  fo r g i v ene s s  a nd
t ra n s fo rm e d  b y  y o u r  g r a ce .  

Tuesday :  Lo rd  o f  a l l ,  a s  we  h a ve  h e a rd  t he
g ood  n ew s  o f  Je su s  a ga i n ,  a nd  r e j o i c ed  i n
the  w on d e r  o f  th i s  s ea so n ,  w e  p r a y  f o r
those  fo r  who m i t  b r i ng s  no  j oy  -  o n l y
r em in d in g  th em  o f  the i r  p a in .  W e  p ra y  f o r
the  p o o r ,  t h e  h u n g ry ,  a nd  th e  h om e l e s s ,
tha nk in g  yo u  fo r  o rga n i s a t i o ns  t ha t
p r o v ide  fo od  an d  w arm th  a t  t h i s  t ime  o f
y ea r  w h e r e  so me  ca n  m e e t  up  w i t h  o t h e r s
an d  r e ce i v e  e nc o u ra ge m en t .

Wednesday :  W e  p ra y  fo r  the  t r ou b l e d  a nd
fe a r fu l ,  e s p e c ia l l y  th o se  w h o  h a v e  n o  j o b s
a t  th i s  d i f f i cu l t  t im e .  W e  p r a y  f o r  th e  s i ck
an d  su f f e r i n g  i n  b ody ,  m in d ,  o r  s p i r i t ,
i n c lud in g  l on e l y  a nd  e l de r l y  peo p l e  -  ma n y
o f  w h om  a re  co n f ined  to  th e i r  h om e s .

Thur sday :  W e  p r a y  f o r  yo u r  w or ld  i n  a l l
i t s  ne e d s  –  tho se  i n  l a nd s  w h e re  t h e r e  i s
p o v e r ty ,  f a m i n e ,  o r  na tu ra l  d i s a s t e r ,  a n d
p la ce s  w h e re  pe o p l e  a r e  l i v i n g  i n  f ea r  o f
p e r s e c u t i o n  an d  f i gh t ing  a s  i n  G a z a ,
I s r a e l ,  U k ra i ne ,  a n d  Ru s s ia .  G r a c i ou s  Go d ,
a t  th i s  t i m e  o f  g i v i ng  and  r ece i v i ng ,  r e a ch
o u t  i n  l o v e  t o  you r  t r o u b l ed  w o r l d .  B r i ng
com fo r t  i n  d i s t r e s s .  

Fr iday :  S t r e n g th en  a l l  t ho se  w h o  w o r k  to
b u i l d  a  f a i r e r  so c i e ty  a n d  a  mo re  j u s t
w o r ld .  Ch a l l e n g e  e ach  o f  u s  w h o  h a v e  s o
m u c h  t o  sh a re  o u r  p l en t y  w i th  t ho se  w h o
ha ve  so  l i t t l e .  M ay  we  no t  j u s t  t a l k  o f
g ood w i l l  t o  a l l  b u t  d o  so m e th ing  to  s h o w
w ha t  i t  m e an s .

Satu rday :  H e l p  u s  the n  to  go  w i t h  j oy  i n
o u r  h ea r t s  an d  w o nde r  i n  ou r  e ye s ,  t o
s h a re  th e  l o v e  th a t  y o u  h a v e  s h o w n  a n d  t o
m a k e  k now n  the  g r e a t  th ing  th a t  y ou  h a v e
don e  i n  C h r i s t .

Sunday :  M ay  Je su s  b e  bo rn  a g a i n  i n  o u r
he a r t s  a nd  m ad e  kno w n  th ro u g h  o u r  l i v e s .
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Prayer PointersWhat's On This Week
Saturday 11th January
Repair Cafe from 10am-12:30pm at Christ Church

Sunday 12th January
Families Together at 12noon in The Spire Centre
Deaf Church at 3pm at Emmanuel

Monday 13th January
Ladies Together at 2:30pm in The Spire Centre

Tuesday 14th January
Parish Prayers at 9:30am at Emmanuel
The Beacon at 12noon at Emmanuel

Wednesday 15th January
Seedlings Toddler Group at 10:15am at Christ Church

Thursday 16th January
Craft & Chat at 2:30pm in The Spire Centre
Welcome Group at 2:30pm at Emmanuel
Alpha Course at 7pm in The Spire Centre

Saturday 18th January
Ambassadors Group at 10am in The Spire Centre
(Dance Workshop with Kerry)

 Notices

Verse For The Year
" So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,

continue to live your lives in him, rooted and
built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you

were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. "

Colossians 2: 6-7

Christmas Cards
There are still a few Christmas cards in the pigeon 

holes at Christ Church - please do have a look 
to see if any are for you! 

Verse For The Year Bookmarks
There will be a handful of ‘Verse For The Year’

bookmarks available at the back of both churches on
Sunday for anyone who would like one. If all these 

go but you would like one, please contact Emma 
in the Church Office as more can be printed.

Desserts For Alpha
If you are able to supply a dessert for our Alpha course

(either home made or shop bought) please add your
name to the sheet at the back of Christ Church.



( a l l  e v e n t s  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  f r o m  1 0 a m - 1 2 n o o n  
i n  T h e  S p i r e  C e n t r e  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  s t a t e d )

S a t u r d a y  1 8 t h  J a n u a r y
F u n  d a n c e  w o r k s h o p  w i t h  K e r r y  S e a r c h f i e l d  -

i f  y o u  h a v e  t w o  l e f t  f e e t  o r  p r e f e r  t o  s t a y  s e a t e d ,  
y o u  c a n  s t i l l  c o m e  a l o n g  -  t h i s  i s  f o r  e v e r y o n e

S a t u r d a y  1 5 t h  F e b r u a r y  
S o c i a l  b r e a k f a s t

t i m e  a n d  v e n u e  t b c

S a t u r d a y  1 5 t h  M a r c h
E a s t e r  C r a f t s

S a t u r d a y  5 t h  A p r i l
A r t  W o r k s h o p  w i t h  A n g i e  G i r l i n g  -

i t  d o e s n ’ t  m a t t e r  i f  y o u  h a v e n ’ t  d r a w n  o r  p a i n t e d  
s i n c e  s c h o o l  -  c o m e  a l o n g  a n d  h a v e  s o m e  f u n !

S i g n - u p  s h e e t s  w i l l  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  e a c h  m o n t h  
f o r  y o u  t o  b o o k  y o u r  p l a c e .

A n y  q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  K a t h y  H i n c h l i f f e ,  
A n n e  J o n e s ,  E l a i n e  F a i r s ,  o r  H e l e n  E v a n s
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Coffee after the Service...

1 2 n o o n - 1 : 3 0 p m
S u n d a y  1 2 t h  J a n u a r y

W e  w i l l  b e  s t a r t i n g  t h e  n e w  
y e a r  o f  F a m i l i e s  T o g e t h e r  w i t h  
a  p a r t y !  F o r  c a t e r i n g  p u r p o s e s ,

p l e a s e  l e t  N i c k y  k n o w  i f  y o u
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c o m e :

f a m i l y . m i n i s t r y @ c c w s m . o r g . u k

T h e  n e x t  R e p a i r  C a f e  w i l l
b e  h e l d  t h i s  S a t u r d a y ,  

1 1 t h  J a n u a r y  
f r o m  1 0 a m - 1 2 : 3 0 p m  

a t  C h r i s t  C h u r c h

A m b a s s a d o r s  W o m e n ’ s  G r o u p
P r o g r a m m e  W i n t e r / S p r i n g  2 0 2 5  

T h e  A c t i v e  M e n ' s  G r o u p  
i s  p l a n n i n g  a  t r i p  t o :

V e n u e :  H e l i c o p t e r  M u s e u m  
D a t e :  S a t u r d a y  2 5 t h  J a n u a r y  

T i m e :  l i k e l y  t o  b e  1 0 a m

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a t t e n d ,
p l e a s e  p u t  y o u r  n a m e  o n  t h e

s i g n - u p  s h e e t  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e
b a c k  o f  C h r i s t  C h u r c h  

( N B /  i f  a n y  m e n  f r o m  E m m a n u e l  
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  j o i n ,  p l e a s e  g e t  
i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  P a u l  S o d z i  o r  

t h e  C h u r c h  O f f i c e ) .

F u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  f o l l o w
i n  d u e  c o u r s e .

A c t i v e  M e n ’ s  G r o u p  

Christmas Cards! T h e  C r a f t  &  C h a t  g r o u p
w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t o  t a k e
a n y  o l d  C h r i s t m a s  c a r d s  
-  i f  y o u  h a v e n ' t  r e c y c l e d

y o u r s  y e t ,  p l e a s e  p o p  
t h e m  i n  t h e  p l a s t i c  b o x  a t
t h e  b a c k  o f  C h r i s t  C h u r c h .

 T h e a t r e  P r o d u c t i o n

O d d m e n t s  T h e a t r e  C o .  a r e  
p e r f o r m i n g  " T h e  H i d i n g  
P l a c e "  o n  S a t u r d a y  8 t h  
F e b r u a r y  a t  7 p m  a t  S t  N i c h o l a s '  C h u r c h ,  U p h i l l ,  B S 2 3  4 S D .
 

T i c k e t s  a r e  £ 1 0 . 0 0  e a c h  /  £ 8 . 0 0  f o r  s t u d e n t s  ( Y 6  u p w a r d s )  -
t h e s e  n e e d  t o  b e  b o o k e d  i n  a d v a n c e  -  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  G a i l  ( t e l :
0 7 8 8 6  7 1 9 4 4 9  o r  e m a i l :  r o w l s _ s p e t c h l e y r o a d @ h o t m a i l . c o m ) .
 

T h i s  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r o d u c t i o n  a b o u t  a  D u t c h
f a m i l y ,  t h e  T e n  B o o m s ,  w h o  r e s c u e d  J e w s  d u r i n g  t h e  N a z i
o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  i n  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  a n d  w h a t
h a p p e n e d  t o  t h i s  f a m i l y .

mailto:rowls_spetchleyroad@hotmail.com
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More coffee anyone...?

I f  you  th ink  you  can  he lp ,  p lease  reg i s te r  you r  exp ress ion  o f  i n te res t  by
Wednesday  15th  Janua ry  us ing  the  ema i l  add ress  above .  Thank  you .

Rev. Tom Webber (Day Off - Tuesday)
t: (01934) 709343

e: revtom@ccwsm.org.uk

Church Office (09:30-12:30 Mon-Fri)
t: (01934) 641016

e:  office@ccwsm.org.uk
w: www.ccwsm.org.uk

Contact Details

‘How To  Hear  God ’  i s  the  book  we  r ead  in  the
summer  a t  Book  C lub .  I t  i s  wr i t t en  by  Pe t e
Gre i g  who  has  wr i t t en  a  number  o f  books  on
prayer  and  i s  r enowned  fo r  p i oneer ing  24/7
prayer  m in i s t ry  in  the  UK .

Have  you  ever  w i shed  God  wou ld  speak  to  you?
In  th i s  book  we  l earn  tha t  i t ’ s  no t  a  ques t i on
o f  whe ther  God  i s  speak ing  to  us ,  bu t  ra ther
whether  we  are  l i s t en ing  to  H im .  Wi th
persona l  examp les ,  some  as ton i sh ing  and  some
prosa i c ,  Gre i g  descr ibes  the  d i f f e r en t  ways  in
wh ich  our  God  communica t es  w i th  us .  There
are  exerc i s e s  to  he lp  us  hone  our  l i s t en ing
sk i l l s  and  s tor i e s  o f  ou t s tand ing  r e su l t s  in  the
l i v e s  o f  we l l - known  Chr i s t i ans  to  encourage  us .
Gre i g  uses  the  s tory  f rom Luke  24  o f  the
d i s c ip l e s  who  met  the  r i s en  Chr i s t  on  the  road
to  Emmaus .  On  th i s  f ramework  he  exp la ins
how we  can  hear  God  through  the  B ib l e ,
through  encounter ing  Jesus ,  through  prophesy ,
and  many  o ther  ways .  A t  Book  C lub  we
d i scovered  tha t  we  were  o f t en  a l r eady  hear ing
God  but  no t  a lways  r ea l i s ing  i t .  

There  i s  a  copy  o f  ‘How to  Hear  God ’  in  the
Chr i s t  Church  l i b rary  a t  the  back  o f  the
church .  Do  borrow  i t  and  then  r e turn  i t  f o r
someone  e l s e  to  r ead .

Book Of  The  Month

How to  Hear  God  –
Pete  Gre ig

Bev

Watch the Morning Service
at www.ccwsm.org.uk

Go to the ‘Church Life’ menu and click 
on the ‘Sunday Services’ page

http://www.ccwsm.org.uk/
http://www.ccwsm.org.uk/

