
Today we wi l l  be  
looking at  one  of  the  
B ib le ’s  greatest  
encouragers ,  who was  
given  the  n ickname 
"Son of  Encouragement "  -  Barnabas .  There
isn ’ t  a  great  amount  wr i tten  about  h im.  No
doubt  he  spurred others  a long who we hear
much more  about .  Mum’s  can  be  much the
same;  g iv ing strength  and encouragement
often  behind  the  scenes .  On Sunday  we’ l l  g ive
thanks  for  a l l  our  Mums – but  a lso  see  what
we can  learn  from th is  too!

Connected
Mothering Sunday

E a c h  y e a r ,  o n  t h e  f o u r t h  S u n d a y  o f  L e n t ,  c o u n t r i e s
a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  c e l e b r a t e  M o t h e r i n g  S u n d a y .  
T h i s  t y p i c a l l y  i n v o l v e s  l a v i s h i n g  M u m s  w i t h  g i f t s
a n d  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  w o m e n  w h o  h a v e
n u r t u r e d  u s  t h r o u g h o u t  o u r  l i v e s .

B u t  w i t h  t h e  d a y  b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y
c o m m e r c i a l i s e d ,  h o w  m a n y  p e o p l e  a r e  a w a r e  o f  i t s
v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  o r i g i n s ?

I n  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y ,  M o t h e r i n g  
S u n d a y  w a s  l e s s  a b o u t  m o t h e r s  
a n d  m o r e  a b o u t  c h u r c h .  B a c k  
t h e n ,  p e o p l e  w o u l d  m a k e  a  
j o u r n e y  t o  t h e i r  ‘ m o t h e r ’  c h u r c h  
o n c e  a  y e a r .  T h e  s e r v i c e  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  t h e
‘ m o t h e r ’  c h u r c h  s y m b o l i s e d  t h e  c o m i n g  t o g e t h e r  o f
f a m i l i e s .  T h i s  w o u l d  h a v e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t
j o u r n e y  f o r  m a n y .

                                A n o t h e r  t r a d i t i o n  w a s  t o  a l l o w  
                                t h o s e  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o n  
                                w e a l t h y  f a r m s  a n d  e s t a t e s  i n  
                                E n g l a n d  t o  h a v e  t h e  d a y  o f f  t o  
                                v i s i t  t h e i r  m o t h e r s  a n d
p o s s i b l y  g o  t o  c h u r c h  t o o .  T h i s  w a s  a  v a r i a t i o n  o n
t h e  t h e m e  o f  v i s i t i n g  t h e  ' m o t h e r '  c h u r c h  a n d  w a s  a
m o v e  t o w a r d s  a  m o r e  f a m i l y - f o c u s s e d  o c c a s i o n .  

T h i s  m i d - p o i n t  i n  L e n t  w a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  t h e  w e e k e n d  w h e n
g i r l s  i n  s e r v i c e  w e r e  g i v e n  t i m e  o f f  t o  r e t u r n  t o  g i v e  g i f t s
t o  t h e i r  m o t h e r s .  T h a t  w o r l d  w a s  s o  d i f f e r e n t  t o  o u r  w o r l d ,
a s  w a s  R u t h ' s  w o r l d  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  J e s u s '  t i m e . . .  a n d  t o d a y !  

W h a t  i s  t h e  s a m e  i s  a  g o o d  l o v i n g  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  a n d  R u t h  c l e a r l y  h a d  
t h a t  w i t h  h e r  m o t h e r - i n - l a w .  S h e  
w a s  p r e p a r e d  t o  l e a v e  h e r  h o m e l a n d  
a n d  h e r  p e o p l e  ( a f t e r  h e r  h u s b a n d  
a n d  h i s  f a t h e r  a n d  b r o t h e r  h a d  a l l  
s a d l y  d i e d )  a n d  a c c o m p a n y  h e r  w i d o w e d  m o t h e r - i n - l a w  t o  h e r
c o u n t r y .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  s h e  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  s h a r e  h e r  m o t h e r -
i n - l a w ' s  f a i t h  a n d  l e a v e  h e r  o w n .

T h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h a t  a c t i o n  l e d  h e r  t o  B e t h l e h e m  a n d
t h e  m e e t i n g  w i t h  h e r  f u t u r e  h u s b a n d  w h o  h a d  b e e n  s o
i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  h e r  l i f e  o f  c a r e  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n  t o w a r d s  h e r
m o t h e r - i n - l a w .  

T h a t  a p p a r e n t l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  c a r i n g  w o m a n ,  c e n t u r i e s  l a t e r ,
a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  l i n e a g e  o f  J e s u s .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  a s  a  t e e n a g e r ,
m y  g r a n d m o t h e r  t o o k  m y  s i s t e r  a n d  I  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  w h e r e  w e
b o t h  f o u n d  f a i t h .  R u t h  a n d  m y  g r a n d m o t h e r  h a d  q u i t e  a n
i m p a c t  o n  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  a n d  I  o f t e n  w o n d e r  w h a t
i m p a c t  y o u  a n d  I ,  a s  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  W e s t o n  s u p e r  M a r e ,  w i l l
h a v e  o n  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  i n  o u r  t o w n .

Christ Church
Sermon Snippets

Fourth  Sunday Of  Lent
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Christ Church and Emmanuel, Weston-super-Mare

Sunday 19th  March 2023

Emmanuel

Acts 4: 36-37, 11: 21-26

Mother ing  Sunday

Ruth 1: 16-22 + Matthew 13: 31-34 

T h i s  S u n d a y ,  c h u r c h e s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i l l  b e
s h a r i n g  t h e i r  o w n  t r a d i t i o n s  -  c e l e b r a t i n g  a n d
g i v i n g  t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  h u g e  i m p a c t  m o t h e r s  h a v e  o n
e a c h  o f  o u r  l i v e s .  

T h e  c h u r c h  r e c o g n i s e s  t h a t  t h e  d a y  m a y  b e
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  s o m e  p e o p l e  a n d  s o  i t  i s  c o m m o n p l a c e
f o r  s e r v i c e s  t o  i n c l u d e  p r a y e r s  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  d o
n o t  f i n d  t h e  d a y  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e a s y .

F a m i l i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i l l  b e  p r e p a r i n g  l i t t l e
p r e s e n t s  a n d  c a r d s  a n d ,  i n  s o m e  
c h u r c h e s ,  f l o w e r s  a r e  b l e s s e d  a n d  
h a n d e d  o u t  d u r i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e .



T h a n k  t h e  L o r d  f o r  H i s  l o v i n g  c a r e :
P r a y  t h a t  G o d ’ s  s t e a d f a s t  p a r e n t a l  l o v e
b e c o m e s  k n o w n  b y  a l l .
A s k  t h a t  m o r e  p e o p l e  c o m e  t o  p r a i s e  t h e
L o r d  e a c h  d a y .
R e f l e c t  o n  p r a c t i c a l  w a y s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h o s e
s p r e a d i n g  G o d ’ s  ' G o o d  N e w s ' .

T h a n k  G o d  t h a t  H i s  p r e s e n c e  i s  a l w a y s
w i t h  u s :  
P r a y  t o  G o d  t o  g u i d e  t h e  w o r l d  i n  w a y s  o f
t r u t h ,  j u s t i c e ,  a n d  p e a c e .
A s k  G o d  t h a t ,  l i k e  a  p a r e n t ,  H e  w i l l  d r a w
a l l  H i s  c h i l d r e n  t o  H i s  h e a r t .
R e f l e c t  o n  p r a c t i c a l  w a y s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e
c o u r a g e  t o  s h a r e  G o d ’ s  l o v e .

T h a n k  G o d  t h a t  H e  i s  a  c o n s t a n t  p a r e n t  t o
a l l  H i s  c h i l d r e n  -  y o u n g  a n d  o l d :
P r a y  f o r  a l l  w h o  h a v e  n u r t u r e d  a n d  h e l p e d
u s  t o  g r o w  i n  f a i t h  a n d  t r u s t .
A s k  G o d ’ s  b l e s s i n g  o n  m i d w i v e s ,  n u r s e r y
w o r k e r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  t u t o r s .
R e f l e c t  o n  p r a c t i c a l  w a y s  t o  s h o w  G o d ’ s
l o v e  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  w o r l d .

T h a n k  G o d  t h a t  H e  t r a n s f o r m s  p e o p l e
t h r o u g h  H i s  a m a z i n g  g r a c e :
P r a y  f o r  t h o s e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  p h y s i c a l  p a i n
o r  p a s t  r e g r e t s .
A s k  t h e  L o r d  t o  s u s t a i n  a l l  p a r e n t s ,
f o s t e r e r s ,  c a r e r s ,  a n d  b e f r i e n d e r s .
R e f l e c t  o n  p r a c t i c a l  w a y s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h o s e
w h o  a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  c o p e .         

T h a n k  G o d ,  o u r  p r o t e c t o r  i n  t i m e s  o f  n e e d ,
t h a t  H e  c r a d l e s  u s  i n  H i s  h a n d s :
P r a y  -  e n t r u s t  t o  G o d ’ s  c a r e  a l l  w h o  a r e  i n
a n y  k i n d  o f  n e e d  t h i s  d a y .   
A s k  G o d  t o  e n f o l d  t h e m  w i t h  H i s  l o v e  a n d
k e e p  t h e m  w i t h i n  H i s  t e n d e r  m e r c y .
R e f l e c t  o n  p r a c t i c a l  w a y s  t o  e n c o u r a g e
t h o s e  w h o  a r e  f i n d i n g  d a i l y  l i f e  a
c h a l l e n g e .   

T h a n k  G o d  t h a t ,  f r o m  t h e  c r o s s ,  J e s u s
c o m m e n d e d  H i s  m o t h e r  t o  t h e  c a r e  o f
a n o t h e r :
P r a y  t h a t  G o d  w i l l  h e a r  t h e  c r i e s  o f  a l l
w h o  m o u r n .
A s k  o u r  H e a v e n l y  F a t h e r  t o  c o m f o r t  a n d
s u s t a i n  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  g r i e f .
R e f l e c t  o n  t h e  j o y  o f  r e j o i c i n g  w i t h  t h e m  i n
G o d ’ s  e t e r n a l  h e a v e n l y  h o m e .
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What's On This Week
Monday 20th March
Ladies Together at 2:30pm in The Spire Centre

Tuesday 21st March
Parish Prayers at 9:30am at Emmanuel
The Beacon at 12noon at Emmanuel

Wednesday 22nd March
Seedlings Toddler Group at 10:15am at Christ Church

Thursday 23rd March
Craft & Chat at 2:30pm in The Spire Centre
Welcome Group at 2:30pm at Emmanuel
JaM Club at 3:30pm at Christ Church
(pre-registration is required for the above event)

 Notices
Finance Appeal Letters

Verse For The Week
" He told them another parable: 'The kingdom of
heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took

and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of
all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of

garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds
come and perch in its branches.' "

 

Matthew 13: 31-32

Prayer Pointers

For anyone who hasn't yet been able to collect 
their Christ Church finance appeal letter, these 

will be available again at the back of church 
on Sunday morning.

Contact Details
Rev. Tom Webber (Day Off - Tuesday)

t: (01934) 709343
e: vicar@ccwsm.org.uk

 

Rev. Larissa Trust (Day Off - Tuesday)
t: 07379 754372

e: curate@ccwsm.org.uk
 

Church Office (09:30-12:30 Mon-Fri)
t: (01934) 641016

e:  office@ccwsm.org.uk
w: www.ccwsm.org.uk

Watch the Morning Service
 

at www.ccwsm.org.uk
 

Go to the ‘Church Life’ menu and click 
on the ‘Sunday Services’ page

http://www.ccwsm.org.uk/
http://www.ccwsm.org.uk/


We need  a  t eam to  h e l p  s har e  
t h e  mos t  im por tant  s t o r y  o f  a l l  

w i t h  our  c ommun i t y !
 

Eas t e r  Fam i l y  Fun  
Saturday  1 s t  Apr i l
2 pm –  4 pm 
at  Chr i s t  Chur c h

 
We ’ l l  h ave  c raf t s ,  game s ,  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n  Ea s t e r  Eg g  Hunt ,  
and  r e f r e s hment s  t oo !

CONNECTED |  ISSUE 1500 3

Coffee after the Service...

A s  i s  o u r  c u s t o m ,  E m m a n u e l  w i l l  b e
m e e t i n g  i n  t h e  h a l l  t h i s  S a t u r d a y ,

M a r c h  1 8 t h ,  a t  1 0 a m  t o  m a k e
p o s i e s  f o r  M o t h e r i n g  S u n d a y .   

 
I f  y o u  c a n  h e l p ,  d o  c o m e  a l o n g .  

I t  i s  a l w a y s  a  g o o d  s o c i a b l e  t i m e .  
I f  y o u  c a n  b r i n g  f l o w e r s / g r e e n e r y

f o r  t h e  p o s i e s  e v e n  b e t t e r !  O r  l e a v e
b u n c h e s  o f  f l o w e r s  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n .

S e e  y o u  o n  S a t u r d a y !

Easter Family Fun !

Al l  t eam mus t  have  cu r r en t  DBS
c l ea ran c e .  P l ea s e  add  y our  name  to  t h e
s i g n - u p  s h e e t  a t  t h e  bac k  o f  c hur c h  o r

l e t  N i c k y  Boardman  know i f  y ou  can
h e l p  ( ema i l : f am i l y .m i n i s t r y@ccwsm . o r g . u k )

Mothering
Sunday at
Emmanuel

 

Posy-Making

Meg

In official terms, the Electoral Roll is a list of people who can vote at the Annual Church
Meeting. However, being on the Electoral Roll also signifies a spiritual sense of
membership, belonging, and commitment to the body of Christ.

To be on the Electoral Roll you will need to be at least 16 years old, be baptised, and
either a resident in the parish or have been attending services/engaging regularly with the
online services for around six months. You will need to complete a form which you can get
from the Church Office or from one of the Church Wardens (please note - this is not the
same form as a Data Consent Form for those who have completed one of these recently).

Names of those on the Roll are required to be displayed for at least fifteen days prior to
the APCM. The deadline for any new additions to the Electoral Roll are as follows:

Emmanuel - Sunday 26th March / Christ Church - Friday 31st March

The dates for our Annual Parochial Church Meetings are as follows:

Emmanuel: Sunday 16th April (after the morning service)
Christ Church: Monday 24th April at 7:30pm

If you have any questions please get in touch with Emma in the Church Office.

Electoral Roll

W e s t o n  s u p e r  M a r e
F o o d b a n k  i s  s e e k i n g  t o

a p p o i n t  o n e  o r  t w o
a d d i t i o n a l  T r u s t e e s .

P l e a s e  s e e  p o s t e r s  d i s p l a y e d  f o r  
f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s .


