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Emmanuel
Matthew 5: 38-47

Jesus  says ,  “You  have  heard  peop le  say  ' Love
your  ne ighbour  and  hate  your  enemy '  but  I
te l l  you ,  love  your  enemies  and  pray  for
those  who  t reat  you  bad ly .  Then  you  wi l l  be
act ing  l i ke  your  Father  in  heaven . ”

Love  your  enemies?  Pray  for  those  who  t reat
you  bad ly?  That ’ s  a  c lear  command .  But  i t ’ s  a
hard  command!  I t ’ s  hard  when  we  are  t reated
bad ly .  When  we  have  been  s l ighted ,
mis t reated ,  o r  spoken  down to?  I t  hur ts .

So  what  pract i ca l  
adv ice  does  Jesus  
have?  

“ Y o u  a r e  t h e  s a l t  o f  t h e  e a r t h .  B u t  i f  t h e
s a l t  l o s e s  i t s  s a l t i n e s s . . . ” .  J e s u s  s a y s  w e
a r e  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  s h o u l d  h a v e  a  g r e a t
p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  o n  t h o s e  w e  m e e t
d u r i n g  a n y  w e e k  –  j u s t  l i k e  s a l t  w h i c h
f l a v o u r s  a n d  p r e s e r v e s  i t ’ s  s u r r o u n d i n g s .  

I t  s o u n d s  a  b i t  o f  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  s a y
“ i f  t h e  s a l t  l o s e s  i t s  s a l t i n e s s . . . ”  b e c a u s e
t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o t h i n g  l e f t !  B u t  t h e
i m a g e  i s  o n e  o f  s e a  f o a m  w h e r e  t h e  s a l t
h a s  b e e n  l e a c h e d  o u t  a n d  w e ’ r e  j u s t  l e f t
w i t h  ‘ m u s h ’ ! !

T o d a y  w e  t h i n k  
o f  h o w  w e  c a n  
b e  e f f e c t i v e  –  
l i k e  s a l t  –  f o r  
G o d .  

Many  o f  u s  were  ab le  to  make  the  “Church  Weekend  A t  Home”  la s t  au tumn  where  Adr ian
You ings  spoke  encourag ing ly  o f  t he  l i ve s  we  l i ve  as  Chr i s t ians  i n  t he  o rd inary  wor ld  o f  ou r
weeks .  We ’ re  p ick ing  up  th i s  t heme fo r  ou r  Ver se  fo r  t he  Year  –  wh ich  i s  f rom Mat thew 5
“You  a re  the  sa l t  o f  t he  ear th . . .  You  a re  the  l igh t  o f  t he  wor ld . . . ” .  The  two  p ic tu res  o f  sa l t
and  l igh t  a re  r ich  ones  where  the  bas ic  mean ing  i s  t ha t  both  have  an  e f fec t  on  the i r
env i ronment  –  sa l t  m ing les  w i th  whatever  i t ’ s  pu t  c lo se  to ;  and  l igh t  na tu ra l l y  sh ines  ou t
on to  i t ’ s  s u r round ings .  

Many  o f  u s  w i l l  have  heard  ta l k s  on  th i s  be fo re  bu t  may  s t i l l  
s t r ugg le  to  pu t  i t  i n to  p ract ice  –  how are  we  to  be  e f fec t i ve  
Chr i s t ians  i n  t he  p laces  where  God has  pu t  u s?  My  prayer  i s  
t ha t  we  can  a l l  g row in  t h i s  over  t he  nex t  year  –  that  ou r  
f r iends  and  ne ighbour s  w i l l  no t ice  a  d i f fe rence  and  beg in  to  
see  God in  ou r  l i ve s .  I t ’ s  no t  easy  bu t  I  want  to  encourage  
you  w i th  two  th ings  –  f i r s t l y ,  God never  sends  u s  ou t  a lone  –  
He  i s  a lways  w i th  u s  to  g i ve  u s  power  and  s t rength  –  and  
second ly ,  we  as  chu rch  fami l y  a re  the re  to  he lp  and  
encourage  each  o ther  a long !

Our Verse For 2023

Tom
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Prayer PointersWhat's On This Week

Monday  
P ray  fo r  res idents  o f  war - torn
countr ies  and  those  l i v ing  under
d ic ta tor ’ s  ru les  who  need  our  prayers .

Tuesday
Pray  for  those  who  are  work ing  for
the  NHS and  the  many  cha l lenges  they
are  fac ing  da i l y .

Wednesday  
Give  thanks  and  pray  for  our  amaz ing ,
insp i ra t iona l ,  and  d iverse  min i s t ry
team who  gu ide ,  teach ,  l ead ,
encourage ,  and  pray  for  us .  We  are
b lessed  indeed .

Thursday  
Our  Government  and  par l i ament  need
our  prayers  as  they  get  to  g r ips  w i th
the  many  i s sues  that  need  to  be
addressed .  Insp i re  them in  the i r
dec i s ion  mak ing  and  gu ide  them to
make  sure  that  a l l  sec tors  o f  our
county  a re  inc luded  in  the  dec i s ions
made .

Fr iday
Pray  for  Ukra ine  as  th i s  un jus t  war
cont inues .  Russ ia  cont inues  to
dest roy  a l l  that  the  peop le  o f  Ukra ine
have  bu i l t  up  over  years .  P ray  for
peace .

Saturday  
Remember  those  in  our
congregat ions ,  as  we l l  as  those  known
to  us  persona l l y ,  who  are  wa i t ing  for
appo intments  and/or  a re  on  a
l i s t  fo r  t reatment .  P ray  that  they  may
fee l  God ' s  p resence  in  the i r  anx ie ty  as
they  pat ient ly  awa i t  news  or
t reatment .

Christmas Cards

Verse For The Year
" You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses
its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is

no longer good for anything, except to be thrown
out and trampled underfoot. You are the light of

the world. A town built on a hill cannot be
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put 

it under a bowl. Instead they put it on a stand,
and it gives light to everyone in the house. 
In the same way, let your light shine before

others, that they may see your good deeds and
glorify your Father in heaven. "

 

Matthew 5: 13-16

Saturday 14th January 
Repair Café from 10am-12:30pm at Christ Church

Monday 16th January 
Ladies Together at 2:30pm in The Spire Centre

Tuesday 17th January
Parish Prayers at 9:30am at Emmanuel
The Beacon at 12noon at Emmanuel

Wednesday 18th January
Seedlings Toddler Group at 10:15am at Christ Church
(please note that this event is currently full)

Thursday 19th January
Craft & Chat at 2:30pm in The Spire Centre
Welcome Group at 2:30pm at Emmanuel

 Notices

There are still some Christmas cards in the pigeon 
holes at Christ Church - please do check these!

Watch the Morning Service
 

at www.ccwsm.org.uk
 

Go to the ‘Church Life’ menu and click 
on the ‘Sunday Services’ page

Verse For The Year Bookmarks

There will be a handful of 'Verse For The Year'
bookmarks available at the back of both churches 

on Sunday for anyone who would like one.
If these all go but you would like one, please contact

Emma in the Church Office as more can be produced.

Everyday Faith Events

For more information regarding this, please see 
the 'Coffee after the Service...' section or visit:

www.bathandwells.co.uk/everyday-faith
for further details.

https://ccwsm.org.uk/service-type/sunday-service-online/
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Coffee after the Service...

Contact Details
Rev. Tom Webber (Day Off - Tuesday)

t: (01934) 709343
e: vicar@ccwsm.org.uk

 

Rev. Larissa Trust (Day Off - Tuesday)
t: 07379 754372

e: curate@ccwsm.org.uk
 

Church Office (09:30-12:30 Mon-Fri)
t: (01934) 641016

e:  office@ccwsm.org.uk
w: www.ccwsm.org.uk

If you’re exploring the Christian faith, or have a friend who is 
doing that, then the Alpha course could be right for you/them. 

Alpha Course at Christ Church

The Welcome Supper will be
taking place on 

Wednesday 18th January. 
To find our more do ask Tom,

Larissa or Angie Girling. 

T h e  C r a f t  &  C h a t  g r o u p
w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t o  t a k e

a n y  o l d  C h r i s t m a s  c a r d s  -
i f  y o u  h a v e n ' t  y e t

r e c y c l e d  y o u r s ,  p l e a s e
p o p  t h e m  i n  t h e  b o x

o u t s i d e  t h e  C h u r c h  O f f i c e .

 Christmas Cards!

W o u l d  a n y o n e  b e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e v i v i n g  

t h e  M e n ' s  M o d e l  M a k i n g  
G r o u p ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  

w i n t e r  t e r m ?  M e e t  o n c e  a  w e e k  
f o r  a b o u t  1 ½  h o u r s .  D a y  a n d  t i m e  

t o  b e  a g r e e d .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  
o r  j u s t  w a n t  t o  k n o w  a  b i t  m o r e ,

p l e a s e  s p e a k  t o  C h r i s  C o l e .

Give As You Live

I f  y o u  s h o p  o n l i n e  f o r  y o u r  g r o c e r i e s ,  d i d  y o u
k n o w  y o u  c o u l d  b e  e a r n i n g  a  f r e e  d o n a t i o n  f o r
C h r i s t  C h u r c h  w i t h  e v e r y  o r d e r ?  I t ' s  a  g r e a t  w a y
t o  s u p p o r t  u s  f o r  f r e e  a n d  t h e  d o n a t i o n s  r e a l l y
a d d  u p  o v e r  t h e  y e a r !  

Y o u  c a n  r a i s e  d o n a t i o n s  o n  y o u r  o n l i n e
s h o p p i n g  a t  t h e s e  s u p e r m a r k e t s :  S a i n s b u r y ' s ,
T e s c o ,  W a i t r o s e ,  M o r r i s o n s ,  O c a d o  a n d  I c e l a n d .

T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  6 , 0 0 0  o t h e r  r e t a i l e r s  w h o  p a r t n e r
w i t h  G i v e  A s  Y o u  L i v e  O n l i n e .  S i m p l y  s i g n  u p
f o r  a n  a c c o u n t  a n d  s t a r t  r a i s i n g  m o n e y  w h e n
y o u  s h o p .  F r o m  y o u r  h a n d y  d a s h b o a r d ,  j u s t
c l i c k  o n  t h e  r e t a i l e r  y o u  w a n t  t o  b u y  f r o m  a n d
y o u ' l l  b e  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e i r  w e b s i t e  w h e r e  y o u
c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  s h o p  a s  n o r m a l .  Y o u r  p u r c h a s e
w i l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  g e n e r a t e  a  d o n a t i o n  f o r
C h r i s t  C h u r c h !  

I f  y o u ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n
s i g n i n g  u p  t o  s u p p o r t  u s ,

y o u  c a n  f i n d  o u t  m o r e  h e r e :
h t t p s : / / w w w . g i v e a s y o u l i v e .

c o m / j o i n / c c w s m ?
u t m _ s o u r c e = c h a r i t y t o o l k i t &
u t m _ c o n t e n t = 5 7 3 5 4 & u t m _ m
e d i u m = e m a i l & u t m _ c a m p a i g
n = C T S u p e r m a r k e t C a m p a i g n

https://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/ccwsm?utm_source=charitytoolkit&utm_content=57354&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CTSupermarketCampaign

