
Connected
Sermon Snippets

Isaiah 9: 2-7
Christ Church

H e a l i n g  &  W h o l e n e s s  S e r v i c e

 2nd Sunday Of  Advent

CONNECTED |  ISSUE 13601

Christ Church and Emmanuel, Weston-super-Mare

Sunday 4th  December  2022

Emmanuel
Mark 1: 1-8

S u n d a y  4 t h  D e c e m b e r  a t  6 p m

J o h n  t h e  B a p t i s e r  o n  c e n t r e - s t a g e  a s  t h e  f o r e r u n n e r  o f  t h e
L o r d  J e s u s .  W h a t  w a s  h e  s o  c o n c e r n e d  t o  p r e a c h  a b o u t  s o
v i v i d l y  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  s o  r u d e l y  t o  a n y o n e  w h o  w o u l d
l i s t e n ?

W h y  d o  w e  a l w a y s  b r i n g  h i m  i n  a t  A d v e n t ?  W o u l d  y o u  h a v e
l i k e d  t o  m e e t  t h i s  h a i r y  p r o p h e t  f r o m  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s ?  W h a t
d o e s  h e  m e a n  t e l l i n g  m e  t o  ‘ r e p e n t ’  a n y w a y ?  

I t  a l l  h a s  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  L O R D  J e s u s .

P r o b a b l y ,  l i k e  m e ,  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  d r a w i n g  y o u r s e l f  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a l l  t h e
C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n  b r i n g s  –  w h e r e  y o u  w i l l  b e  /  w h o ’ s  c o m i n g  t o  s t a y  /
t h e  c a r d  l i s t  /  p r e s e n t s  e t c ,  e t c .  I t  c a n  b e  q u i t e  a  f r e n e t i c  t i m e  f u l l  o f  a
l o t  o f  b u s y n e s s .  

A l t h o u g h  f o r  m a n y  i t ’ s  a  j o y f u l  t i m e ,  t h e  w h o l e  o f  D e c e m b e r  c a n  r u s h
p a s t  i n  a  b l u r  a n d  t h e  r e a l  m e a n i n g  o f  C h r i s t m a s  c a n  g e t  c r o w d e d  o u t .

W e ’ d  l o v e  t o  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  j o i n  u s  f o r  t h e  6 p m  s e r v i c e  t h i s  S u n d a y  a t
C h r i s t  C h u r c h  w h e r e  w e ’ l l  b e  g i v i n g  o u r s e l v e s  a  b i t  o f  s p a c e  t o  p r e p a r e
w e l l  f o r  a l l  t h a t ’ s  t o  c o m e  a n d  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  s e a s o n .  

I t ’ l l  t a k e  t h e  f o r m a t  o f  o n e  o f  o u r  “ h e a l i n g  a n d  w h o l e n e s s ”  s e r v i c e s
w h i c h  a  n u m b e r  h a v e  f o u n d  r e a l l y  h e l p f u l .  W e ’ d  l o v e  t o  s e e  y o u .  

T h e  b u s  r o u t e  f r o m  m y  h o u s e  i s  o n  a  r e a s o n a b l y  s t r a i g h t  r o a d  s o ,  w h e n  I ’ m  w a i t i n g  f o r
a  b u s ,  I  c a n  s e e  w h e n  i t  g e t s  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s t o p .  T h a t  i s  t h e  m o s t  f r u s t r a t i n g  t i m e  o f
t h e  w a i t  b e c a u s e  i t  a l w a y s  s e e m s  t o  t a k e  a g e s  t o  l o a d  t h e  p a s s e n g e r s  t h e r e .  I t  s e e m s
s o  n e a r  b u t  f r u s t r a t i n g l y  i s n ’ t  h e r e  y e t .  W h a t  d o  y o u  d o  w h e n  y o u  a r e  w a i t i n g  -
w h e t h e r  i t ’ s  f o r  a  b u s  o r  f o r  d i n n e r t i m e  o r  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  d a y  l i k e  a  b i r t h d a y  o r
C h r i s t m a s ?  A r e  y o u  a  d a y d r e a m e r ,  a  f i d d l e r ,  a  f i d g e t ,  o r  l o o k  f o r  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  b y ,  s a y ,
t a k i n g  o u t  y o u r  p h o n e ?  

G o d ’ s  p e o p l e  a r e  o f t e n  l e f t  w o n d e r i n g  w h y  G o d  d o e s n ’ t  m o v e  a  b i t  q u i c k e r ,  w h y  i t
s e e m s  t o  t a k e  a g e s  f o r  H i m  t o  f u l f i l  h i s  p r o m i s e s .  I s  i t  j u s t  u s  w h o  a r e  w a i t i n g  o r  i s
G o d  a l s o  w a i t i n g  a n d  w h a t  f o r ?  W h a t  s h o u l d  w e  d o  w h i l e  w e  a r e  w a i t i n g ?  W e  a r e
l o o k i n g  t o d a y  a t  h o w  o n e  p r o p h e t  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  h o p e  a n d  t h e  w a i t  o f  G o d ’ s  p e o p l e .

Tom
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Prayer PointersWhat's On This Week

Christmas Notices!

Monday
I t  i s  Advent  T ide  and,  as  our  thoughts
turn  to  the  b ir th  o f  our  Lord  at
Chr is tmas ,  le t  us  pray  that  the  Peace
on Earth  and Goodwi l l  to  a l l  Mankind
promised by  the  ange ls  wi l l  a l ight  on
our  t roubled  wor ld .

Tuesday
Pray  for  those  who,  unl ike  us ,  cannot
gather  together  a t  th is  t ime to  pra ise
the  Lord wi th  caro ls  because ,  under
oppress ive  reg imes ,  the ir  fa i th  must
remain  h idden or  the ir  churches  have
been c losed down.  Pray  that  f reedom
of  worsh ip  wi l l  preva i l  throughout  the
wor ld .

Wednesday  
Pray  for  members  o f  our  Church in
poor  hea l th  a t  th is  t ime.  Pray  a l so  for
the ir  partners  car ing  for  them who
may be  exper ienc ing  s tress  and worry .
Ask the  Lord for  hea l ing  and comfort .

Thursday
We of ten  take  for  granted a l l  the
th ings  that  come to  us  regular ly  each
day :  say  a  prayer  o f  thanks  for  food to
eat ,  f r iends  to  meet ,  a  home to  return
to  each  day ,  and for  the  love  o f  your
fami ly .  Give  thanks  too  for  God's  love ,
a l so  g iven to  us  regular ly  each  day
and so  eas i ly  taken for  granted.

Fr iday
Pray  for  our  brothers  and s i s ters  in
northern Niger ia  where  so  many are
ki l led  by  mus l im extremists  and many
young women are  abducted into  forced
marr iages  and convers ion  to  I s lam.
Plead for  the  Lord to  spare  them from
further  suf fer ing .

Saturday
As  we began the  week pray ing  for
peace  for  the  wor ld ,  le t  us  end wi th  a
prayer  for  our  own persona l  peace :  i f
you are  anx ious ,  exhausted,  in  poor
hea l th ,  or  have  had a  t ry ing  t ime th is
week,  pray  that  in  the  coming  week
you may rest  in  the  cer ta inty  that  we
can never  dr i f t  beyond God's  love  and
care .

Saturday 3rd December
Christmas Coffee Morning: 10am-1pm at Christ Church

Sunday 4th December
Healing & Wholeness Service at 6pm at Christ Church

Monday 5th December
Ladies Together at 2:30pm in The Spire Centre

Tuesday 6th December
Parish Prayers at 9:30am at Emmanuel
The Beacon at 12noon at Emmanuel

Wednesday 7th December
Seedlings Toddler Group at 10:15am at Christ Church
(please note that this event is currently full)
(last session before Christmas)

Thursday 8th December
Craft & Chat at 2:30pm in The Spire Centre
(last session before Christmas)
Welcome Group at 2:30pm at Emmanuel
JaM Club at 3:30pm at Christ Church
(pre-registration is required for the above event)
Parenting for Faith at 7:30pm in The Spire Centre

Sunday 11th December
Christingle Service at 4pm at Christ Church

" And this was his message: 'After me comes the 
one more powerful than I, the straps of whose

sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 
I baptise you with water, but he will baptise you

with the Holy Spirit'. "
Mark  1: 7-8

Verse For The Week

Christingles
If you would like to help pack Christingle bags in

readiness for the service on 11th December, please 
speak to Nicky Boardman for details.

Volunteers for Christmas Services
If you are able to help with various jobs during/after 
our Christmas Services, please sign-up on the sheet 

at the back of church. Thank you.

Christmas Invites
There are now some Christmas invites available to 

pass on to your friends, family, & neighbours. 
If you would like to take a batch to deliver to a specific
road please ensure you let Emma in the Church Office

know in order that there are not duplications!



                                          I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  
                                          t h e  c h o i r / o r c h e s t r a  a t  t h i s  
                                          y e a r ' s  C a r o l  S e r v i c e  a t  C h r i s t  
                                          C h u r c h  ( t o  b e  h e l d  o n  S u n d a y  
                                          1 8 t h  D e c e m b e r ) ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  
                                          A n d y  o r  H e l e n  P a g e  -  t h e y  
                                          w o u l d  w e l c o m e  s i n g e r s  a n d  
                                          p l a y e r s  o f  a l l  a g e s  t o  j o i n  t h e m !  

W e  a r e  p l a n n i n g  o n  v i s i t i n g
v a r i o u s  C a r e  H o m e s  a r o u n d  t h e
p a r i s h  f o r  s o m e  c a r o l  s i n g i n g  o n
t h e  a f t e r n o o n s  o f  W e d n e s d a y  1 4 t h
&  T h u r s d a y  1 5 t h  D e c e m b e r .  

                           P l e a s e  s i g n - u p  
                           o n  t h e  s h e e t  a t  
                           t h e  b a c k  o f  
                           c h u r c h  i f  y o u  
                           w o u l d  l i k e  t o  
                           t a k e  p a r t  o n  
                           e i t h e r  o n e  o r  
                           b o t h  o f  t h e s e  
                           a f t e r n o o n s .

Emmanue l  are  ho ld ing  
a  coffee morn ing  th is  
Saturday to  se l l  off  
some remain ing  i tems 
from last  week 's  Chr istmas Bazaar !
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Please save used Christmas Stamps,

(NOT the standard everyday ones)

and place them in the Stamp Box on

the table inside the Church door.

It would be helpful if a 5mm border

be cut round each one. 

British Special Issue stamps and

foreign ones are also collected

throughout the year.

The sale money raised enables The

Bible Society to provide affordable

Bibles around the world for people

hungry to read the Word of God for

themselves.

TURNING STAMPS INTO BIBLES

Christ Church
Christmas

Coffee Morning

Coffee after the Service...

C h i l d r e n ’ s  C o r n e r
B o o k  &  P u z z l e  S t a l l
C a k e s ,  C h u t n e y s ,  E d i b l e s  

 

       C o m e  &  j o i n  u s !  

S a t u r d a y  3 r d  D e c e m b e r
1 0 a m  t i l  1 p m

C a r o l  S i n g i n g  I n  C a r e  H o m e s

C h r i s t  C h u r c h  C a r o l  S e r v i c e

B I B L E  R E A D I N G  N O T E S
 

F ina l  few days  to  order  your  B ib le
read ing  notes  -  orders  to  be  p laced
by S u n d a y  4 t h  D e c e m b e r  p lease .

You  can do th is  v ia  the  fo l lowing  l i nk
wh ich  takes  you  to  our  webs ite :
https : / /ccwsm.org .uk/product-
category/b ib le-notes/  or  pass  your
order  form (w ith  payment  for  one
year 's  subscr ipt ion )  to  Sandra Wi l kes .
Payment  can be  made v ia  the  webs ite
or  by  cheque ,  cash ,  or  card .

Contact Details
Rev. Tom Webber (Day Off - Tuesday)

t: (01934) 709343
e: vicar@ccwsm.org.uk

 

Rev. Larissa Trust (Day Off - Tuesday)
t: 07379 754372

e: curate@ccwsm.org.uk
 

Church Office (09:30-12:30 Mon-Fri)
t: (01934) 641016

e:  office@ccwsm.org.uk
w: www.ccwsm.org.uk

E m m a n u e l  C o f f e e  M o r n i n g  

S a t u r d a y  
3 r d  D e c e m b e r

1 0 : 3 0 a m - 1 2 n o o n

https://ccwsm.org.uk/product-category/bible-notes/

